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Preface

It will be noticed that I have described tnis Report as an

Interim Report., T actach some importance to this description.

1 appreciate that the material which has been handed to the
Police by the News ot the World may never be made available to me and
that in that cvent I snall be unable to take my Ingquiry any further or
to make a Winal Report. Nevertheless by describing thig Report as an
Interim Report I hope I am drawing attention adequately to {wo

important points:

(&) that in many respeots the evidence before me even in regard
to named individuals is incomplete and that my Jjudgements

are of necessity provisional; and

(b) that the articles contained a number of allegations againgt
umamed individualg which, with gome exceptions, I have been

unable to investigate at all.

When I first undertook this Inquiry I envisaged lhat the Hews of
the World would be prepared to cooperate by making available to me
some at any rate of the evidence on which they based their al lLegationy,
In the rasult, however, apart from one or two addresses, the only
evidence waich toey have supplied to me hag bc-zen. a copy of the anounymous

. bin,, f‘f{., 05 .q,
Letter whicn was published (with the hames delebed) of l\.{ l‘(«&u.. "i?l

Sl (2 15, (4

see pews, and Appendix A ,

Lt will be apparent therefore tnat L have had to brocead witnout
any proecige knowlad;¢ of {he extent of 1he evidence in 1lhe Posscsaion
of" the News of the World and without being able to make a y satisfaclory
asgessment of ity Quality. 1 have come to the conclusion, howevor,
that it thig loterim levort ig Lo be of any value to the Board | shall
Bave to oxpross views on o nuuber of matvters cven thouph the bagis of
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these views is not as firm as T would have wished. As a consequence
it is essential that the circulation of this Interim Report should

be as restricted as possible.

The absence of the "evidence of the prosecution" - as it might
be termed ~ has also affected the form of the Report. I had anticipated
that I would be able to investigate most if not all of the allegations
contained in the articles even in cages where the individual concerned
was notl named in the newspaper and that in the Report 1 would review
the evidence at some length. Indeed my original draft was started on
these lines but I decided as I proceeded that the gaps in the evidence
made any attempt at a detailed analysis unsatisfactory, I have come
to the conclusion therefore that I should state my views ag shortly
as I reasonably can and deal with any particular cases on which further

information is sought by the Board by way of a Supplementary Note.

As the Board will be aware, I have been in correspondence with
the Director of Public Prosecutions with ref'erence to the Progress of
the investigation by the police. The information wnich I received
at the end of March was to the effect that the material already in
their possession was voluminous and that the investigation would still
take a considerable time. It will be appreciated that this investigation
is an additional reason for treating tnis Interim Report as a sensitive

document .,






Introduction

In the Spring or 1971 the News of the World published a series
of articles containing allegations of corruption at the B.B.C, The
Series Legan with an article on the front bage of the issue datedq
14 February 1971 under tne heading "SCANDAL AL THE B.B.C M which
stated that reporters of the News of" the World had been conducting
a "magsive investigation" ang had “assembied an astonishing story of
what goes on among producers, D.Js. and the fixers irom the Pop record

buginess who batten on them.® The articlLe continued:
"'he dossier details
PAYOLA - casn payments to obtain plugs for records.

THE USE ot call-girls to entertain well-known B.B.C.

personalities.

DECEIT by producers and disc-jockeys who use the B.B.C,

to push records in which they have a personal financial

interest,

DISGUISED INDUCENEN IS - like all-ex penges-paid holidays

and trips abroad,

RIGGING OF 'will; "pop 20" RECORD CHARTS, which computerisation

was supposed {0 have made foolproof,
GIRL 'RECORD PLUGGERS! WORKING ON a BED-FOR~VLUG BASTS,"

LIt seemed clear from the prominence given to the article that it
was being suggested that the allegad corruption wag widespread, and thig
impression wag reinforced by the following specific passages in the

firast and second articleg:

Cl-
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(a) ".... Clandestine deals with B.B.C. employees over
cash payments, lavish favours and the provision of

sex parties are commonplace,"

(b) "Exactly how many [Eécord pluggerg7’work on a 'bed-
in—return~for—plugs' basig is anybody's guess. But

this form of sexual bayola is certainly commonplace, "

(¢) "Direct cash payments to obtain plugs for records,
Symonds agreed, were rife at the B.B.C. among certain

bProducers and disc-jockeys."

(d)

In addition to these allegations of wide-spread corruption a
subsequent article, published in the issue of 21 March 1971, contained
serious charges ahout the television programme 'Top of the Pops! and
suggested in effect that the girls appearing in the pProgramme were
being exposed to grave moral danger. "™Nowhere in our inquiries", it
was stated, "Did we discover such appalling disregard for the well

being of bop~crazy youngsters,"

The final article in the scries was published in the issue of
4 April 1971, By that time it had become apparent that tno allegations

could be grouped under four main headings

-
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Allegations that producers and disec Jockeys had received
payment in cash or in kind, including sexual favours, in
return for arranging for the playing of records on B.B.(.

programmes .

Allegations that producers and disc Jockeys had used
their position in the B.B.C. to bromote records in which

they themselves had some f{inancial interest.
Allegations concerning the programme "Top of the Pops",
Allegations that the "top-20" record charts had been rigged.

I came to the conclusion, however, that the allegations relating

to the rigging of record charts digd not implicate the B.B.C. or any

of its employees and I have not included this aspect of the matter in

my Inquiry. The relevant passages in the articles are set out in

Appendix 3,
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He0.W. Inves tipation

Before I turn to consider any of the allegations, however, I
think it will be helpful it 1 make some reference to the nature of
the evidence whicn, as far ag T have at present been able to ascertain,

the News of the World had assembled before the articles were published,

Lt appears that the inves tigution vegan in the Late Spring or
early Summer of 1970.  ‘Maree Journalists were involved, Clive Cooke
(who adopted the name of Arnold Carter), revor Kempson (who adopteq
the name of Ken Uravers) and s third man who was introduced as
I'rank Freeman. fThis third man was stateq to have been sulfering from
ulcers and does not appear to have tuken part in the investigation

after about Avgust 1970,

Yor the purpose of their investigation the reporters adopted the
role oi being businessmen who were interested in "going into the record
business". Irom an early stage they were assisted by kd lioreno, a

former disgc Jockey

L was unable to reach
a4 decision as to whether loreno knew that the men wele
worring f'or were reporters and not Pusinessmen at all, but it ig my
impression that Horeno did reslige Lhat he was working for the Hews of

the Worla

1 wrote Lo Horeno as clearly evidence would
have been or great importance. woreno declined to see me on the grounas
that nig complaint against the B.B.C, in 1969 when he was a4 dise jockey
nad not been dealt witn ang that he nad already devoteu a considerable

amount of his time to the investi,ation beiny carried on by the D.P.r.

2
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At a later stage - 1 was told in August 1970 -~ the reporters

engaged

L have no very clear evidence as

to this,.

the

reporters attempted to get in touch with producers and disc Jockeys
employed by the B.B.C. The method employed was

to telephone or visit the producer or disc jockey concerned
and to try to interest him in meeting two businessmen who were going
into the record business and wanted advice. A number of Producers and
disc jockeys agreed to such meetings and these were arranged at various
places in London but mainiy at a penthouse flat in Maylair which, it
seems, was rented for the purpose for several menths in the latter part
of' 1970, 'he discussions at these meetings were tape~recorded and it
is the transcripts of these tapes wnich 1 have made repeated efforts

to obtain.

Lt is clear that some at least of the producers and disc jockeys

were plied with drink.

The reporters also received information from other sources,

including

(a)

(b)

(e) Jenmy Howells, a record plugger and friend of

lorothy Bquires,



(d)

(e)
(£)

(g) Mike Briton, a former stand-in with Top of the Pops

wno vwas dismissed by the B.8.C.,

(h) Joan Sheridan

3.9, It may be that the reporters had interviews with a large number
of other people, and it is certainly my information that the transcripts
of the tape recordings run into many thousands of papers, but I have no

detailed knowledge of the tull scope of tihe reporters! investigations.



Other Backeround Material

bris In the course of my Inquiry three names often recurred - President
Records, and Dorothy Squires. I should also say something

at this stage about

4.2, President ltecords This was, and may be is,

a small record company

which employed in various capacities Edward Kassner,

It is, broadly speaking, true to say that President Records
are involved in one way or another in nearly all the allegations in
the articles, with the exception o those relating to the Top of the

Pops programe.

1 am unabie
to reach any firm conclusion ag to what role President Records and its

employees in fact played,

4.3, The allegationg relating to sexual payola were
linked in barticular witn

Tiw Knight (see section 19).



4.5,

4.6,

4.7

e intormation at present betore me suggests:

(a)

(b)

(c)

1 should add that there ig really no firm evidence, as tar as |

am aware, chat any broducer or dise

Joekey for the B.B.G. knew, even if



4.8,

1109.

4.10.

it be the tact, that parties were paid for by a record company .

Dorothy Squires In the context of my Inquiry it is to be noted:

(a)

(v)

(¢) that in about 1968 she made a clumsy effort to

offer money as a "Christmas present" to Doreen Davies

(Mrs. Mills).

I also heard a number of other references Lo her in the course of my

Inguiry,

who came with when he gave evidence, told
e that Miss Squires had spent her life "on the boards" rather than on
television and that for her it was "a professional thing to #ive presents
before a show and afterwards in a run"., 1t may well be that this is
a fair explanation and that it is wrong to Judge her by the same
standards aa one would a record company or a younger artiste who gave

presents,

Miss Sqguires haa an interview with iip. Crocker and 1 have a copy
of’ his attendance note. She digd not come to gee me, nowever, though

L made several el'forts to arrvange an anpoinbment 30 L camot give uy



Iy own assessment of her,

4,11

The information which I have had about

however, makes me feel some surprise that the News of the

World have placed such reliance on it. This is a matter which I can

explain further at a later stage if necessary.
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Dee I was unable to interview myself but when was

seen by Mr. James Crocker stated that had never "asked

for a play."

5.6,

gave a somewhat ueconvineing account of his visits to

Nevertheless

I found no evidence to support thal any

corrupt agreement was made with either with
or with

(of President lecords) who took to the house.

fr



5.8,

5.9.

5-10.

I found an unimpressive witness, but I came to the conclusion
that he had not, on the evidence bel'ore me, entered into any agreement
which could properly ve termed a payola agreement. Nevertheless I was
disturbed by his failure until I asked
him specifically about it and I feel that a question mark must remain

against his name for the time being.



6.2.

When I interviewed he told me that
"I certainly did not say
that," he told me. "I would not have said that however many scotches
I had had because the facts are exactly the opposite." ie admitted,
however, that on one occasion
6430

L)
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b.4l

6.5

6.6,

In the course of his interview with me told me

(a) that after he became a B.B.C. producer he supervised
the studio production ot three records produced by a
company in which a friend of his called Mickie Clark

had a financial interest,
(b) that he had not received any money for his work, and

(e) that two of the records were Played on Programmes with
which he was connected, but that they were picked by

the disc Jockey and not by himself,

I questioned at length about the words attributed to him
in the article, "ALLl T caﬁ say" he said at one point, "ig that the
gist of what ig said there is not true. Whether I said any of that
or not I cannot say. The najority ol the conversation I cannot remember,

80 it would be wrong of me to say I can remember not saying something, "

Without access to the transcripts of the tapes of
conversations I feel unable to express a concluded view about whether
he has made a fui] disclosure to me of the work he has done outside
the B.B.C. I anm also unable to make any finding as to what ofter, it
any he made 1o the Treporters. I feel bound to say, however, that
Mmade an unfavourable impression on me and that I was not

satisfied with his explanations of his discussions with the reporters.
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admitted to me that he had produced two records during the
time that he was employed at the B.B.C. but said that he had not

received any payment in respect of either of them.

L questioned him at length about his conversations with the
Treporters. Without access to ‘the transcripts of the tapes I feel
unable tqﬁﬁﬁfaﬁguunded view as to whether
insisted both in his written
statement to b, Crocker and to me that he had been quoted out ol
context but he wag unable to produce any convincing explanation for

some ol the phrases attributed to him.

A9 in the case of 1 found an unimpressive witness
and 1 was not satisfied with his explanations of his discussions

with the reporters.

iy
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8. 5.

8.4.

8- 5.

left the B.g,C. before the article appeared. He did not

make any statement to Mr. Crocker and the only evidence which I received

from him wag oral evidence 8iven when I interviewed hin in the presence

of his business adviser.

and received feeg for doing so. He said the work was done

in his own time and at g period when he wasg "looking round to get out

of radio and to 80 into the record Lield",

conceded that he

knew that what he was doing wag contrary to the rules ol the B,B.0.

but thought he was doing no harm,
told me that he was introduced o the

2

"buginessmen" by



8.6,

8.70

By that time his employment
with the B.B.C. had ceased. He sought to explain the passages in the
articles partly by denying that some of the words were spoken and partly
by saying that he had invented or exaggerated things, Moreno, he told
me, had advised him that the men were "a bit women mad" and that he
should "lay it on a bit thick" Becauae they were "mad about birds",

He also told me that he was given a lot to drink.

I found & very unimpressive witness and 1 do not think
he would be able to resist temptation if & substantial offer were made
to him. On the other hand in view of similar evidence as to sexua.l
boasting which I heard trom the witnesses, I think some of the
statements in the article, even if actually made, are not to be taken

at their face value.

As is no longer employed by the B.B.C. it is Perhaps
unnecessary for me o try to reach a final conclusion about the
individual matters which in any event would be unsatisfactory in the
absence of’ transcripts ot the tapes., I feel bound to say, however,
on the basisg of hisg evidence and the way in which he gave it that 1 do

not teel he ig a suitable person to be employed as a producer by the

B.B.C,

T



